WINTER WORK BOOT
BUYER'S GUIDE

DISCOVER THE BEST WINTER WORK BOOTS AT REFRIGIWEAR.COM



https://refrigiwear.com/category/all-footwear/

HOW TO CHOOSE
THE BEST WINTER
WORK BOOTS

BUILT FOR THE COLD.
PROVEN ON THE JOB.

Winter doesn’t care what industry you're in. If you work outside—
or in freezers, loading docks, yards, or unheated facilities—cold,
wet feet will shut you down fast. The right winter work boot isn’t
about style or brand hype. It's about staying upright, staying warm,
and getting the job done when conditions are at their worst.

t RefrigiWear, we've spent 70+
Ayears outfitting crews who work

where most people won't. Here's
what actually matters when choosing

winter work boots—and what separates
real cold-weather boots from the rest.

START WITH THE COLD:
INSULATION THAT
MATCHES THE JOB

Not all cold is created equal. Standing
still on frozen concrete drains heat
faster than walking through snow.
That's why insulation needs to match
temperature and activity level.

» 400-600g insulation: Good for active
jobs in moderate winter conditions.

+ 800-1000g insulation: Ideal
for long outdoor shifts, wind
exposure, and stop-and-go work.

 Extreme-cold insulation systems:
Required for freezer work, sub-zero
temps, or extended exposure.

Too little insulation leads to numb feet.
Too much without breathability leads

to sweat—and sweat leads to cold.
RefrigiWear designs boots specifically for
cold environments, balancing insulation
with moisture control so feet stay warm
and dry. Plus, RefrigiWear insulated work
boots are comfort rated by temperature to
make it easier to match your boots to your
activity level and your working conditions.

WATERPROOF ISN'T
OPTIONAL

Snow, slush, mud, melting ice—if
moisture gets in, your day is over.

Look for:

+ Waterproof membranes or pac
boots with waterproof coatings

* Sealed seams, rather than
welted or sewn seams

* Gusseted tongues that block water
from entering at the laces

Pac boots and waterproof boots shine

in wet, muddy, and snowy conditions,
especially for agriculture, utilities,

and outdoor labor. Leather boots with
waterproof linings are better for job sites
where flexibility and ladder work matter.


https://refrigiwear.com/product/ice-logger-boot/

FIT MATTERS MORE
IN THE COLD

Cold boots that don't fit right
will never perform. Period.

A properly fitted work boot should:

+ Allow room for thick, moisture-
wicking work socks

+ Avoid tight toe boxes that
restrict circulation

* Lock the heel in place to
prevent rubbing and fatigue

Always size boots with the socks
you'll wear on the job. A boot that's
too tight will feel colder than one with
less insulation but better circulation.

SAFETY TOES: STEEL,
COMPOSITE, OR NONE?

If your job requires toe
protection, choose wisely.

+ Steel toe: Conducts cold more
quickly, so only choose steel
if your job requires it.

» Composite toe: Lighter and warmer
than steel or aluminum toes and the
best choice for winter work boots.

+ Soft toe: More flexibility and
warmth for jobs without impact
or compression risks.

For maximum warmth in winter, look for
composite toe boots that meet ASTM
F2413-24 standards for impact and
compression, electrical hazard protection
and slip resistance. Ice doesn't forgive
mistakes, and neither does a jobsite.

MATERIALS BUILT
TO TAKE ABUSE

Winter destroys cheap boots fast.
Look for:

* Full-grain leather or synthetic
materials, such as nylon or
Kevlar®, that resist cracking

* Rubber toe caps and heel guards

* Durable laces or mechanical
lacing systems
RefrigiWear boots are built for abuse—

freezer floors, frozen ground, steel decks,
and mud season after mud season.

WHY REFRIGIWEAR
BOOTS ARE DIFFERENT

We don’t design boots for catalogs.

We design them for crews working in
brutal cold—people who don't get to call
it quits when the temperature drops.

Our boots are:
* Purpose-built for cold environments
* Tested by workers, not influencers

* Designed to reduce fatigue,
slips, and cold stress

+ Backed by decades of cold-
weather expertise

OUTSOLES KEEP YOU
ON YOUR FEET

Traction is survival in winter
work conditions.

The best winter boot outsoles feature:

* Deep lug patterns to shed
snow and mud

* Cold-weather rubber compounds
that stay flexible in freezing temps,
instead of cracking or crumbling

+ Slip-resistant designs
tested on wet surfaces

Flat soles wear fast in snow.
Aggressive treads keep you moving.

MATCH THE BOOT
TO THE JOB

There's no “one boot for everything.”

 Construction & utilities: Insulated
leather boots with composite toes,
ankle support, and slip resistance.

* Farming & outdoor labor:
Waterproof pac boots with heavy
insulation and easy clean-up.

* Cold storage & freezers: Extreme-
cold boots designed for standing
on frozen concrete all day.

Choose the right boot with the
right features for your work and
your feet will thank you.

BUY FOR THE WORST
DAY, NOT THE BEST ONE

If your boots can handle the coldest,
wettest, nastiest day of the year, they'll
handle everything else just fine.

That's how RefrigiWear approaches
winter work boots—and it's why crews
trust us when the weather turns ugly.

Refigilean


https://refrigiwear.com/product/extreme-hiker/

COMFORT
RANGE

INSULATION

MEETS ASTM
F2413-24 1/C SR

INDURASAFE® WET

INDURASAFE® DRY

HEIGHT/
MATERIAL

SLIP
RESISTANCE

SAFETY TOE

PUNCTURE
RESISTANT PLATE

ELECTRICAL HAZARD

COMPLIANT
WATERPROOF

WELTED
CONSTRUCTION

VITACOMFORT®
SYSTEM

SIZES

ADDITIONAL
FEATURES

BUENE
Double Dial
Pac Boot

comfort rating

2000g

9” Ballistic mesh

0.5Dry
0.55 Wet

Composite

Full 7-14
Half 8%-11%

2 BOA® Fit System
dials at back and side
for secure, lasting and

customizable fit

Rubber toe guard and
heel plate

Order while supplies last

Extreme
Pac Boot

comfort rating

1200g, including liner

v

9" Leather/nylon

1.00 Dry
.70 Wet

Composite
v
v

v

Full: 7-14

BOA® Fit System for
secure, lasting fit

Comes with 1 pair of 1700L
liners with 600g insulation

Rubber toe guard
and heel plate

Incredibly lightweight
compared to other
pac boots

Extreme
Freezer

fahrenheit
-45°5°

comfort rating

1200g

v

8" Leather

.50 Dry
.55 Wet

Composite

v
v
v

v

Full: 7-14
Half: 8%-11%

BOA® Fit System for
secure, lasting fit

Rubber toe guard
and heel plate

Extreme Hiker

comfort rating

1000g

v

8" Leather/nylon

.85 Dry
.50 Wet

Composite
v
v

v

Full: 7-14
Half: 8%-11%

BOA® Fit System for
secure, lasting fit

Rubber toe guard
and heel plate

Meets EN IS0 20345:2022

Personal protective
equipment - Safety
footwear SB | CI | WR

PolarForce®
Max

comfort rating

800g

v

8" Leather

1.00 Dry
.70 Wet

Composite
v
v

v

Full: 7-14
Half: 8%-11%

Pac boot styling with
performance polyurethane shell

DRI-BLAZE® lining for
comfort, warmth & durability

Lightweight insulation
and construction

Rubber toe guard
and heel plate


https://refrigiwear.com/product/extreme-double-dial-pac-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/extreme-double-dial-pac-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/extreme-double-dial-pac-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/extreme-pac-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/extreme-pac-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/extreme-freezer-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/extreme-freezer-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/extreme-hiker/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/polarforce-max-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/polarforce-max-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/extreme-hiker/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/polarforce-max-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/extreme-double-dial-pac-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/extreme-pac-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/extreme-freezer-boot/

123

Platinum

fahrenheit

1340

Women's
PolarForce®

fahrenheit

1240

PolarForce®

fahrenheit

1230

Ice Viking

fahrenheit

1245

OnyxRidge®

fahrenheit

122

Tungsten

fahrenheit

3 4 4 3 4
1 2 2 2 4
" M » " " 6" Nubuck
8" Leather 6" Leather/nylon 6" Leather/nylon 8" Leather/nylon 6" Buffalo leather leather
1.00 Dry .95 Dry .95 Dry .65 Dry 1.00 Dry 1.00 Dry
.55 Wet .60 Wet .60 Wet .55 Wet .70 Wet .70 Wet
Composite Composite Composite Composite Composite Composite

v

v

v

v
v

v
v

v
v

v
v

v
v

v

v

v

v

v

v

v

Wi 's:
Full: 7-16 F::':':; Full: 5-13 Full: 7-14 Full 7-14 Full: 7-15
- 8%-11% - 5%-11% - 8%-11% %-11% - 8%-11%
Half: 8%-11% Half 6%-9% Half: 5%-11% Half: 8%-11% Half 8%-11% Half: 8%-11%
Ankle and

Rubber toe guard

heel support
Rubber toe guard
HiVis reflective trim

Only available in
women'’s sizes

Ankle and
heel support

Rubber toe guard

HiVis reflective trim

Ergonomic
construction

Reflective trim

Rubber toe guard

Rubber heel plate
for easy kick off

Silver reflective trim

Rubber toe guard

Rubber heel plate
for easy kick off



https://refrigiwear.com/product/platinum-leather-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/womens-polarforce-hiker-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/womens-polarforce-hiker-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/womens-polarforce-hiker-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/polarforce-hiker-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/polarforce-hiker-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/ice-viking-work-boot
https://refrigiwear.com/product/onyxridge-hiker
https://refrigiwear.com/product/onyxridge-hiker
https://refrigiwear.com/product/tungsten-hiker-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/tungsten-hiker-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/platinum-leather-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/womens-polarforce-hiker-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/polarforce-hiker-boot/
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Permafrost
Hiker

comfort rating

400g

6" Buffalo leather

72 Dry
71 Wet

Composite

Full 7-14
Half 8%-11%

Rubber toe guard

Silver reflective trim

Frostline®
Hiker

comfort rating

400g

v

6" Leather/nylon

1.00 Dry
.70 Wet

Composite
v
v

v

Full: 7-14
Half: 8%-11%

Rubber toe guard

Rubber heel plate for
easy kick off

Order while
supplies last

Classic

comfort rating

400g

v

6" Leather

1.00 Dry
55 Wet

Composite

v

v
v

Full: 5-15
Half: 8%-11%
Women's: 7-10, 6%-9%

3 Speed laces at top

Ice Logger

comfort rating

400g

v

5" Nubuck
leather

.95 Dry
46 Wet

Composite
v
v

v

Full: 5-15
Half: 5%-11%

Women's: 7-10, 6%-9%

2 Speed laces at top

Barrier

comfort rating

200g

v

9" Full grain leather

.92 Dry
56 Wet

Composite

v

v
v

Full: 7-14
Half: 8%-11%

Self-locking zipper
and folding closure for
better comfort and fit

Leather pull tabs
for easier on/off

Rubber heel plate
for easy kick off

EnduraMax™

comfort rating

200g

v

5" Buffalo leather

.95 Dry
46 Wet

Composite
v
v

v

Full: 5-15
Half: 5%-11%
Women's: 7-10, 6%-9%

Rubber toe guard


https://refrigiwear.com/product/permafrost-hiker/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/permafrost-hiker/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/frostline-hiker-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/frostline-hiker-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/classic-leather-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/ice-logger-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/barrier/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/enduramax-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/classic-leather-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/frostline-hiker-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/permafrost-hiker/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/ice-logger-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/barrier/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/enduramax-boot/

136

Women's
Black Widow™

1136

Men's
Black Widow™

1255

Classic Moc

145

Crossover Hiker

1510

Women'’s
FleetStride™

1205

EnduraMax™

Processing Boot

fahrenheit

fahrenheit

-10'40°

comfort rating

200g

Non-Insulated

Non-Insulated

Non-Insulated

v

2 2
3 3 3 3
6" Nylon/leather 6" Nylon/leather 7" Leather upper 5" Nylon/leather Fabric/nylon 16" upper
.40 Dry .40 Dry 40 Dry .95 Dry .55 Dry .62 Dry
.35 Wet .35 Wet .30 Wet .60 Wet .55 Wet 45 Wet
Composite Composite Composite Composite Aluminum Steel

v

v
v

v
v

v
v

v
v

v

v

v

AN NI NN

v

v

Women'’s: Full 5-13 Women'’s:
Full 6-10 Full 7-14 Full 7-14 Half: 5%-11% Full 6-10 Full: 7-14
Half 7%-11% Half 8%-11% i
Half 6%-9% Women's: 7-10, 6%2-9% Half 6%2-9%
20% Lighter than
Lightweight maost safety shoes Chemical resistant
Lightweight Lightweight

Only available in
women'’s sizes

Lightweight

Sleek safety toe cap

2 color options:
Brown and Black

HiVis reflective trim
Rubber toe guard

Women's sizes
available

Only available in
women's sizes

Comfort insole

Order while
supplies last



https://refrigiwear.com/product/womens-black-widow-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/womens-black-widow-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/men-s-black-widow-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/men-s-black-widow-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/classic-moc-toe-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/classic-moc-toe-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/classic-moc-toe-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/crossover-hiker-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/womens-fleetstride-sneaker/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/womens-fleetstride-sneaker/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/womens-fleetstride-sneaker/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/enduramax-processing-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/enduramax-processing-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/womens-black-widow-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/men-s-black-widow-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/classic-moc-toe-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/crossover-hiker-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/womens-fleetstride-sneaker/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/enduramax-processing-boot/
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1221

Plain Toe
Pac Boot

comfort rating

).46C 4

1410

Contoured
Hiker Boot

comfort rating

1200

Processing
Boot

200g

200g

Non-Insulated

v

4
4
12" Suede leather 100% PVC
upper Nylon upper construction
.74 Dry .48 Dry .41 Dry
.40 Wet .35 Wet .41 Wet
Plain toe Steel Steel

v

v

v

Full: 7-14

Full: 7-14
Half: 8%-11%

Full: 7-14

Pac boot styling
with TPR shell

Includes removable

liner

Heel pull tab

Rubber toe guard

Ideal for food
processing
applications

Best value
processing boot

Comfortinsole

SOCKS

EXTREME SOCK
Step into your day with extreme confidence.
Breathable, durable, thick, warm and
moisture-wicking - these socks have it all.
S/M, L/XL

POLARFORCE® SOCK

Wrap your feet in comfort thanks to
advanced construction with a cushioned
sole and breathable top. High merino wool
content controls moisture and adds warmth.
S/M, L/XL

BRUSHED
THERMAL SOCKS

The brushed inner lining adds a soft feel and
more warmth so you can work in comfort.
S/M, L/XL

WICK SOCKS
Superior moisture control and odor
fighting materials so you can stay
comfortable even if your feet sweat.
S/M, L/XL

PERFORMANCE
SOCKS

Stay comfortable and dry with moisture-
wicking materials. Ankle and calf
support bands add comfort.

M, L, XL

LEATHER
BOOT SOCKS

Heavier weight construction offers
more durability, so you don't end
up with holes and worn areas.
S/M, L/XL

SUPER SOCKS

Knee high socks shaped to naturally hug your
legs for the best fit and ultimate comfort.
L/XL

PAC BOOT LINER

EXTREME
BOOT LINER

600g insulation

+ DRI-BLAZE® lining for superior
comfort, warmth and durability

+ Moisture wicking

+ Reinforced heel for added durability

1700LR Full 7-14


https://refrigiwear.com/product/plain-toe-pac-boot-b21/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/plain-toe-pac-boot-b21/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/contoured-hiker-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/contoured-hiker-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/contoured-hiker-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/processing-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/processing-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/processing-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/extreme-pac-boot-liner/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/brushed-thermal-sock/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/extreme-sock/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/polarforce-sock/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/super-sock/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/leather-boot-sock/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/performance-sock/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/wick-socks/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/plain-toe-pac-boot-b21/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/contoured-hiker-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/processing-boot/

FOOTWEAR FEATURES

Most work boots are not engineered to keep you warm when you're
walking on cold floors for hours or in -20°F freezers.

At RefrigiWear®, we design all of our footwear for maximum comfort,
durability, safety and especially warmth when you really need it. We also
make sure that the materials can stand up to extreme conditions.

COMFORT RANGES

RefrigiWear® developed its temperature Comfort Ranges to help guide

you to the right level of insulation for your activity level and environment.

fahrenheit

PLATINUM

OUTSOLES

RefrigiWear outsoles are designed to handle contact with cold floors and
not break down when exposed to different temps throughout the day.

We also partnered with Vibram®, the world’s premier outsole
manufacturer, to design outsoles that won't crack, slip or let you down
while working in the cold.

INDURASAFE®
SLIP RESISTANCE

Slip-resistant outsoles reduce the risk of slipping accidents. InduraSafe®
ratings indicate the outsole slip resistance in dry or wet conditions

on a scale from 1 to 5, where 5 is the highest level of slip resistance.
InduraSafe® ratings are based on results from ASTM F2913-24
Evaluation of Slip Resistance Using a Whole Shoe Tester.

InduraSafe® Slip Resistance  Wet Dry



https://refrigiwear.com/product/ice-logger-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/platinum-leather-boot/
https://refrigiwear.com/product/ice-viking-work-boot/

HOWTO
CLEAN
AND CARE
FOR YOUR
INSULATED

WORK
BOOTS

cold, ice, slush, and muck. The last thing you want is boots

that wear out before you do. Proper care isn't fancy—it’s
practical. Spend a few minutes each week, and your boots will
stay warmer, last longer, and keep you safer on the job.

You bought insulated work boots to take a beating in the

RefrigiWear insulated work boots are built tough for winter
work, but even the most durable boots need care to stay that
way. Here’s how you keep them working as hard as you do.

DAILY BEATDOWN: KNOCK OFF THE DIRT

After a long day in the yard, jobsite, or field, brush off loose
dirt and mud from both the soles and uppers before it dries in.
Dirt and debris grind on leather and fabric like sandpaper—it'll
wear your boots down if you leave it to bake in overnight.


https://refrigiwear.com/product/ice-logger-boot/

WEEKLY CLEANUP:
WIPE 'EM DOWN

At least once a week, take a damp cloth
and wipe down the entire surface of
your boots. This removes chemicals,
salt, and grime that can actually break
down materials over time. For stubborn
spots, a soft brush will get the job
done without damaging the boot.

For synthetic boots:

Use a mixture of mild soap and warm
water. Synthetics don't hold oils like
leather, so you don’t need conditioners—
but avoid harsh chemicals or abrasive
pads that can weaken the material.

LEATHER BOOTS:
CONDITION TO LAST

Leather is tough, but it dries out
if you don't treat it right.

« After cleaning leather boots, apply
a quality leather conditioner once
a month to keep the leather from
cracking and to maintain flexibility.

« If your insulated boots have a
waterproof leather upper, reapply
a waterproofing treatment after
cleaning to maintain that barrier.

This isn't just cosmetic—conditioned
leather resists cold, water, and abuse
better than dry, brittle leather.

KEEP THE FIT RIGHT:
LACES AND INSOLES

It's tempting to yank boots on and
off, but that stresses the eyelets
and uppers. Loosen the laces fully
every time you take them off.

Your insulated boots will outlast the
insoles. When the insoles compress
and wear out, replace them. That
keeps your feet supported and
extends the life of the whole boot.

ROTATE AND REST

If you're out in winter every day,
consider having two pairs and
rotating them. That gives materials
a chance to release moisture, re-
expand, and dry out between shifts.
It's a simple trick to make boots last
longer and stay more comfortable.

DRY THEM RIGHT

Never dry boots next to a heater,
radiator, or in direct sunlight. Heat
dries leather and synthetic adhesives,
causing shrinkage, cracking, and
breakdown. Let them dry naturally

in a cool, ventilated spot.

SMART STORAGE

When winter's over, store boots
in a cool, dry place. Humidity and
heat destroy materials over time,
so don't leave them in the cab of
a truck or near heat vents.

WHY REFRIGIWEAR
BOOTS HOLD UP LONGER

RefrigiWear builds insulated work
boots for environments that destroy
ordinary footwear—freezer floors,
frozen ground, steel decks, and

mud season after mud season. With
proper care, that rugged construction
pays off in real-world durability.

A few minutes of cleaning and
conditioning can extend boot life,
preserve warmth, and maintain
traction—exactly why boot care is
treated as seriously as any other
piece of jobsite equipment.

RefrigiWear insulated work boots
are made to take real-world winter
abuse—but they'll take even

more if you treat them right.


https://refrigiwear.com/category/all-footwear/pac-boots/
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https://refrigiwear.com/product/classic-moc-toe-boot/

